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OLDA , R Y A N ,  P H I L L I P S  & RECHT 

Lawrence M. Noble, Esquire 
General Counsel 
Federal Election Commission 
9!N E Street, N.W., 6th Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20463 

Dear Mr. Noble: 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

s ia CONNECTICUT AVENUE, 
SUITE 1100 

N.W. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006 

( 2 0 2 )  7 2 8 - I O I O  

FACSIMILE 1202)  798-4044 

September 25,1997 

During your appearance today before the Senate Governmental Affairs Committee 
(the “Committee”), Senator C o c h  displayed a videotape of a television advertisement 
which was pull by the Democratic National Committee (the “DNC”) during the 1996 
election. This letter is to correct an erroneous allegation that was made and repeated 
during the Committee’s review and consideration ofthis particular ad. 

The ad shown by Senator Cochran was not an issue ad, as was alleged. No soft 
money was used to pay for the production or broadcast of this ad. Instead, and to clarify 
for the record, this particular ad was paid for entirely out of hard money, k., funds 
subject to the probibitions and limitations ofthe Federal Election Campaign Act (the 
“Act”). The DNC, which paid for this ad, allocated the related costs to the coordinated 
party expenditure limit, as contained in 2 U.S.C. section 441a(d). 

Should any question arise, the disclaimer on the ad clearly indicated that it was 
paid for by the DNC. Because this ad ran in August 1996, prior to the nomination of Bill 
Clinton to be the candidate of the Democratic Party, it was not necessary under the Act to 
indicate whether the candidate had or had not authorized the ad. 1 1 C.F.R. Section 
1 IO.ll(a)(2)(ii). 
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I trust that this letter is useful in correcting the record and the misimpression that 
occurred during your appearance at today’s hearing. If you have any additional 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 


